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CONFIDENTIAL 
DEPART /IENT OF THE ARMY 

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL 

WASHINGTON. D.C.   20310 

IN REPLY REFER TO 

00 
CO 

CO 

AGAM-P (M) (1 Aug 69)   FOR 0T UT 692119 5 August 1969 

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 1st Battalion, 
83d Artillery, Period Ending 30 April 1969 (U) 

SEE DISTRIBUTION 

'"'His uir.ti*-!-;; 

1. Subject report is forwarded for review anc evaluation in accordance 
with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15.  Evaluations and corrective actions should 
be reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days 
of receipt of covering letter. 

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate 
benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and 
may be adapted for use in developing training material. 

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY: 

1 Incl -^ KENNETH G. WICKHAM 
as Major General, USA 

The Adjutant General 
DISTRIBUTION: 
Commanding Generals 

US Continental Army Command 
US Army Combat Developments Command 

Commandants 
US Army War College 
US Army Command and General Staff College 
US Army Armor School 
US Army Combat Surveillance School 
US Army Field Artillery School 
US Army Infantry School 
US Army Ordnance School 

'1 

%*#•   ^ 

Copies furnished: 
Office,  Chief of  Staff,  US Army 
Deputy Chiefs of Staff 

Asslftalt'ch^ff ord
StS

elopment Regraded unclassified when separated 
from classified inclosure. 
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Chief of Engineers 
USD(SA) Assistant for Southeast Asia Forces 
Commandant of the Marine Corps 
Senior Army Representative, Marine Corps Development & Education Command 
Defense Documentation Center 
Security Officer, Hudson Institute 
Commanding Officers 
US Army Limited War Laboratory 
US Army Logistics, Doctrine Systems & Readiness Agency 
US Army Mobility Equipment Research & Development Center 
1st Battalion, 83d Artillery 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

EEPAMMEIIT OF OJE AflMY 
HEiDQUARTERiJ,  1ST BÄ.l'ilÄ.LIOH, 85D ARTILLERY 

APO San Francisco   96508 

AVGAZ^ 1 May 1969 

SDBJBCTt   Operational Report of Headquariera, let Battalion, 85d Artillery 
for Period Ending 30 April 1969,    RCS CSPOR 55 (Rl) (U), 

ffiRUi   Canmanding General 
XXIV Corps Artillery 
Am»    AVIInATG 
APO 96308 

Cccunanding General 
XXIV Corps 
miit AVU-GCT 
APO 96508 

Canmanding Goneral 
United States Auny Vietnam 
ATTN»   AVHCKJ^BT 
APO 96575 

Caiiniander-In«<Mef 
United States Army Pacific 
ATTNt ■ GPOP-DT 
APO 96558 

TOt       Assistant Chief of Staff for 
Force Developanent 
Department of tlie ijnay 
Washington,^ D.C, 20310 

Operational Report - Leasona Learned for quarter ending 30 April 1969 is tub- 
mitted in oompHanoe vith US.IHV Regiilation 525-15 «aid AR 525-15. 

1 •   (C)   SeptLon 1., Operatjona t   Significant Aotiyities» 

a*   Personnel and Administration t 

(l)   Boring tlie entire reporting period this Headquartei» ronalnsd 
assigned to XXEV Corps.   Bio "battalion vas attached to XXIV Corps Artillery 
aa of 28200CS: Fob 69 hy XXIV Corps OPOHD 11-69 (Spring Offenalve) and für* 
liier attached on 16 April hy XXIV Corp« General Order 373 Afctad 23 April 1969. 

„      ^ rflMCincUTIAI OOWUGIAOID AT 3 tlAI WTIIVAIS; 
FOR or UT CONFIDENTIAL DKIASSWO AFI» n YEARS. 
TnrloLr-» , BOO D« 5100.10 Inclosure 1 



CONFIDENTIAL 

ÜVGAZ-C 1 Haj 1969 
STJBJSC!Ti    Opemtionftl Repoirt of HeadquarterB,' 1at Battalion.  83d -■.rtlllety 

for Period Ending 30 -pril 1969'; ECS CSFOR 65 (HI)   (ü). 

(2)    Baae Camp Location«» 

(a)    Ileadquartera Batteryi 

1    during tho etvfcLr« reporting period, lte4dqta»aft«». IJattoiy 
va« looaied at Gia Le Coeibat 3aaB (YD 8551511 Raf Map She«* 6541IY, I15OOOO). 

("b) Serrioe Battery: 

1    Diuring the entire reporting period, Service Battery vaa 
located at Gia Le Conbat Base (YD 055151; Ref Map Sheet 65411^ 1«50000). 

(0)   Battery Aj 

1 1 Pet 69 to 8 Peb 69 - FSB Beatogne (YD 620095} Ref Map 
Sheet 64Ä1I, I15OCOO). 

2 G Pab 69 to 11 Max 69 - Gia Le Conbat Baae (YD 8351511 
Hef Map Sheet 6%^,  1»5000O). 

2. 11 Mar 69 to 15 Apr 69 - FSB Baotogne (YD 620095? Ref 
Map Sheet 64411*' I^OOOC), 

^ 15 Apr 69 to 29 Apr 69 - FSB Blaze (YD 529061| Ref Ma* 
Sheet 64411, 1«50000). 

^ 29 Apr 69 to 30 Apr 69 - FSB Arrow (YD 47750290; Ref Map 
Sheet 6441If 1»50000). 

(d) Battery 3: 

2 1 Feh 69 to 5 Feh 69 - FSB Ansio (YD 934072> Ref Map 
Sheet 654117, 1:50000), 

2 5 Peh 69 to 12 Apr 69 - FSB Roy (ZD 058029? Ref Map 
Sheet 65411f 1!50000), 

2 12 Apr 69 to 12 Apr 69 - FSB Quick II (YC 894994? Ref 
Map Sheer 65411^ 1*s50000), 

^ 12 Apr 69 to 25 Apr 69 - FSB Roy (ZD 058029? Ref Map 
Sheet 6541If 1:50000), 

^ 25 Apt 69 to 27 Apr 69 - FSB Qoiek II (YC 894994? Ref 
Map Sheet 6541I7V 1:50000). 

6 27 Apr 69 to 30 Apr 69 - FSB Roy (ZD 058029? Ref Map 
Sheet 65.;1I, 1:50000), 

(0) Battery CJ 

1 1 ?db 69 to 19 Mar 69 - FSB Jack (YD 495287? Ref Map 
Sheet 644211, 1150000). 

2 
INCL 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

SüBJBCTI 
1 M«y 1969 

Oparational Report of Headqumrter«, Ist Battalion. 83d Artillezy 
for Period Eadine 30 April 1969f RCS OSPCE 65 (Rl) (U), 

2 19 Mer 69 te 24 Mar 69 - FSB Bty* (YD 741151» R«' Map 
Sheet 654117» 1«50000). 

i 24 Mär 69 to 50 Apr 69 - FSB Baatogna (YD «210961 Ref 
Map Sheet 644IX, 1150000). 

(3) 

TO 

(4) 

Coomand Changes 1 

Eeadquaxters Battery 

FRCM 

OPT John R. Mania CPT Willian B. Burnett 

Pereennel Strength as of 30 April 1969 s 

Officer« ÜB      H 

mans 

8 Apr 69 

Total 

(5) 

Authorized 37 6  522 565 
Aasigned 33 5  497 535 
Present for Duty 32 4  473 509 

loalMOS Shorteget t 

MOS   Gzwle Auth Aja 30 Day Lost 

13B40    SSG 16 9 3 
13E40   SGT 6 3 0 
13B20   SP5 12 10 6 
13A10   EPC 144 84 2 
13A11I   SP4 12 0 
36K20   PFC 25 2 
63C20   SP5 6 1 
71H20   SP5 h 3 
71D20   SP6 1 0 
76S20   SP4 5 0 
82C20   SP5 4 1 
94A10   PiO 5 0 
94B20   SP4 9 14 e 
94B20   SP6 5 4 
94B40   SPC 5 2 1 

1NCL 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
i 

„VGAZ-C 1 May 1969 
SUBJBCTi Operational Report of Headquarter»V 1«t Battalion. 83d Artillery 

for Poriod Bndin« 50 April I969f HCS CSPOR 65 (KL) (U). 

(6) Personnel Changes luring Quarten 

Grade     Losses      Gains 

05 0 0 
04 0 0 
05 1 3 
02 8 7 
01 0 3 
V2 0 1 
W1 1 1 
E9 0 0 
E8 0 1 
E7 5 5 
E6 7 16 
E5 42 45 
E4 110 78 
E5 61 85 
E2 56 55 
El 2 4 

(7)   Casualtiest 

.^2£ Uumher 

KB. 0 
Sled of Battle Vfounds 0 
Missing in Action 0 
Wounded in Action e 
Hon-Battle Deaths 0 

(8) Medical Sözvioo Staüstloat 

Total Patients Vial« (Unit Personnel) 40$ 
admitted to Hospital 2$ 
IEHA 8 
E7acuated Out of Country (iTon-flostile) 6 
Evacuated CXrt of Country (iHHA) 1 
Malaria Cases 1 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

WQiJZ-C -i May 1969 
fnx.TgcTi    Operational Report of Headquartero, Ist Battalion.  83d ^jrtillery 

for Period Ending 50 i.pril 1969V ^s CSFOR 65 (HI) (U). 

(9)    .'^warda and Decoratioiuii 

i 

Bronzo Star 
/JJCCM 
;j.r Modal 
Purple Heart 

Preaented 

10 
59 
4 
1 

Pending 

2 
4 
0 

(10) Judicial and Non-Judicial Actions: 

General Courts-Martial 
Special Courts-Martial 
Summary Courts-Martial 
Artiolo 15 

(11) Reportdsle Accidents t 

Type 

Vehicle 
Personnel 

Wanber 

0 
4 
0 

29 

Number 

5 
4 

(12) B&Rt During this reporting period,' this Headquarters has re- 
ceived a sufficient quantity of HbR allocation«. Additional allocations to 
Australia rnd Hawaii could be utilized "by this command. 

(a) Out of Country B&RJ 

Destination Number 

Hawaii 24 
Australia 13 
Bangkok 14 
Taipei ■12 
Tokj'-o 4 
Hong Kong 9 
Singapore 5 
Kuala Lumpur 1 
Manila 1 
Total 81 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

.-.VG-Z-C 1 May 1969 
r.vJECTt Operational Ropert of Headquarter«, lot Battalion, 85d Artilleiy 

for Period Ending 50 ^pril 1969V RCS CSFOR 65 (RI) (U), 

(b) In-Country R&Rt 

Pestination Number 

China Beach, Da Nang 4 

Total 57 

(15) Safetyt During this reporting period the hattalion oouducted a 
oliB» on General Safety, 

h. Operationsi 

(l) Deployment of the hattalion and missions atecuted during this 
reporting period« 

(a) Hoadquarters and Service Batteries 1 

1, During the entira reporting period, this headquarters 
vas assigned to XXIV Corps -artillery with a tactical mission of GSR 101st 
idrbome Division (*M) Artillery« 

2^ Headquarters end Service Batteries continued to provide 
the administrationai and loglstieel support for this headquarters fron their 
location at Gla Le Combat Bass, 

(b) Battery .1 (8 inch Howitser) 

1 During this reporting period| Battery A made fiv« (5) 
seperate road marchös to several different fire support bases located vithin 
the lOlst .drbome Division {:&) Area of •fewtions. Hie battexy ramained 
under the fire rnd administrative control of this headquarter«. 

2 On 15 March 1969', Batttasy k deported PSB Bastogn« «n» 
route to the floor'of the .'. Shnu Valley, Through a series öf moves, the bat- 
tery has moved to vdthin 10 kilometers of the JL Shew Volley, Hie«« move« 
mark the most forwrxd locations that herory oxtlllery ho« oecupied toward the 
A Shau Valley, 

(0) Ba-iit-jrv E (8 inch Howitser) 

1^ Coring tills period, Battexy B made six (6) rori. aexohes 
to fire support basos vdthin the 101st Airborne Division (iH) Area of Opera- 
tions, 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVG..2-G 1 rtoy 1969 
S^JTTCTi    Operational Report of Headquarter«, lit Battalion. 85d -jrtilleiy 

for Period Ending 30 April 1969V ECS CSPQR 65 (HI) (ü). 

2   Sovoral of thene movee were in support of short duration 
opcrationa.   The "battery rymcinod under the fire and administrative oontrol 
of this headquarters, 

(d)   Battery 0 (l75ram Oun) 

!_  From 1 FoTmiary 1969 until 19 March 1969 the battery 
oontinuod to support tho 3rd Marine Division In Operation Dewey Canyon from 
FSB Jook, 

2,   On 24 March 1969i the hattety moved to FSB Bostogne to 
Support oporations'dcep in the sou"öioni portion of the A Shoa Valley«   The 
mission rauolned tmohenged, GSR lOlst Airborne Division (M) Artillery. 

(2)   Battalion Activitiest 

(a) Normal operations consistent vdth the battalion mission 
were conducted during the reporting period« 

(b) Tho "battalion has not had on artillery accident or incident 
in fcror seventeen months« 

(0)   The Battalion Metro Station deployed to FSB Boy (ZD 056(51} 
Ref Map Sheet 6541I, 1:50000) early in the reporting period.   On 30 April 
1969', the Battalion Motro Station dispatched a four (4) man visual Mountain 
Metro Teem to support operations of the 101 st Airborne Division (üM) In the 
Bftong Huong Valley area vio TC 8784 (Bof Map Sheet 65411," 1 »50000), 

(d)    Operation Nevada Eaglet 

2,   Operation Nevada Eogle terminated on 28 Febrocry 1969. 
All batteries under tho control" Of tho batföUon fi*sd In fuppert bt fcii • 
lOlst Airborne Division (JA) operations. 

this period» 
2   Sunsncry of missions fixed and rounds expended during 

6 liuah ly^aa 

::: *?J.™ 864 58 
Iu-.;nds 2783 172 

(e) Operation Dawey Conyoni 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVGAZ-C 1 M»y 1969 
SUBJECT!   Operattor»! Report «f KoadquartoraV ist Battalioiu 85d Artillery 

for Period Ending 50 April 1969, RCS CSPOR 65 (KL) (U). 

1^   Operation Dowoy Canyon teminatod on 19 March 1969« 
Battery C, 175« Ckn», iupf^^od täo' operation witti 645 nioelon« and 300? 
rounds* 

2   llio 3rd Marino Division operation was in offoot from 
25 January 1969 to"l9 March 1969. 

(f) Shommn Peak» 

Jl_   Operation Sheman Peak terminated on 8 Fehruary 1969» 
Battery A, 8" Howitzer, supported the operation. 

2   A total of 160 missions and 492 oi^it inch rounds w«re 
enq? ended. 

(g) Kentucky Jumper 1 

1_ Kentucky Jumper commenced on 1 March 1969 throu^iout the 
Area of Operations of the 101st Airborne Division (M)»   All batteries under 
the control of tho hattalion fired in support of the sperationa, 

2   Recapitulation of missions fired and rounds appended s 

8 inch     Mdm 

Missions 3892 896 
Rounds 8251 1969 

(h)   Massachusetts Striker: 

1_   Ohis operation oeemonoed on 1 March 1969.   Batteries A 
and C are tho prrticipants frcm this hattalion, 

2   A Bummary of missione oiid rounds oacpended during thi« 
period JMBC as follows« 

8 inch 179im 

Missions 823       584 
Rounds 3725      966 

(i) Caisson XI7: 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVOäZ-C 1 Moy 1969 
STJBJBCTi    Operational Report of Iloadquartorsf let Lattrl ion.' B^d Artillery 

for Period Ending 50 -pril 1969, HCS CSFOR 65 (ßl) (u). 

1^   Oporction Oc±»scai 7J7 vca-1, 'oba'-iay' x»id Involving Bat- 
tery B," 8 inch hovritzor, 

2   Th.o battery fired a totd of 54 miBBiona and 96 cd^it 
inch rounds, 

(j)    Opcccation Bristol Boots: 

^   Bristol Boots oonffiionoed on 25 April 1969»   The portid- 
pants ware Bn.ttoii'oa B and C.   Battery B returned to its base osmp location 
eti 27 Mnroh 196?,' "but tlie cperation continuoB, 

2   A suramaxy of missions end rounds orpendod during IMs 
period crc cs follows j 

B inoh Mdm 

Missions 42 1 
Rounds 571 15 

(5)   Aamnition Expenditures and Missions Pirodt 

8 inoh IJgma 

Missions     Rounds        Missions     Rounds 
w m m mm m m*m** n m m u »< m i **********  ■   ■  » * m*mmm*immm 

Battery A            1557 5866              -—- —— 
Brtte^/B 4298 9850   —— 
Bg\tery C v^-^ ^—*■ 1984 6129 
lebal     ' "    5855 "    TfflT          I984 §129 

(4) ]>jring -the ropoartlng period this unit partioipatod in. ooabat op- 
orations for 89 days, 

0.   Troiningt 

(1) On the job training continuod in nil units of the battalion dur- 
ing this reporting period, 

(2) All newly arrived replcocmont persoxmol roceivod fourtoon hours 
of instruction rs  outlinod in tlie Battalion SOP, Replaocnont training Is ao- 
ooapliahcd wiihin sovon (7) drys after orrivol in country. 

(5) ühis hoadquartors filled six (6) allocations to tho XXTf Corps 
Arby Piro Dirootion Of floor School, 

9 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

Avm-C 1 May 1969 
SUBJBCTi   Op'jrtvbioival Roport of Iloadquartor«, Ist BattoUoii. 83d iartilloiy 

for Poilod Bacling 30 April 1969, HCS CSFOU 65 (HI) (U), 

(4) An oara'iination yrocxan for r-U firing battory officers md key 
nan oanmissionod offio(^r8 has boon davolopod.   this progrora conaistB of a 
■ctrioB of maintonanoo ooconiiuvtions on tho gun»/UovdtBorB end firing battory 
toohxdfaoB. 

(5) A Battalion Firing Battoiy Inapoction Tcom vas fornod to provide 
dotailod assiatanoo in tho arooa of firing battery and firo dirootion proced- 
ures, 

(6) All battclion officers and senior non coraniBBionod officers at- 
tondod a class on narihunna given by the XXIV Corps Juägo /.dvooato General 
Section, 

(7) Bio Battalion Surgeon conducted classes on Heat Injcudos and 
MEDEVAC procedures, 

(8) Battery Motor Of ficorSi PLL clerks end key nointonanco supervi- 
sors roccived classes on tiic mdntonanoo of proscribed load list«, 

(9) Continued anphasis is being placed on tho driver training pro- 
gram,   Dofonsivo driving and driver's naintenanco procedures ore tlio prinary 
topics, 

d,   IntclUgoncc: 

(1) Daily intelligence reports CXQ received froa the 101st Airborne 
Division (M) rncl XXIV Corps Artillery, 

(2) PEEniTBEP 7-^9 rnd 8-69 currently provides oncny order of battle 
information applioablo to the battalion, 

(5)    Ehe battalion froquantly porfoms Visual Roconnaissanoeorvor 
oueoca previously fired upon to obtoin an asaossnicnt of battle donogo, 

0*    Logistics: 

(1) Monthly deadline percentage t   25^ vehicles 3PCOP day, 

(2) Miles traveled by annunition trains:   66^652 miles, 

(5)   Number of air sorties flowni   5 - CH-47 Bertie«, 

(4)    HoBupply 

(a)   Class I 225 tons 

10 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVGAZ4) 1 May 1969 
SUBJECTi    Oporctionr.l Report of Hoadquartons,  Ist Br.ttalim. BJd /jrtilloiy 

for Period Endiiv; 30 April 1969, BCS CSPOR 65 (RI)  (U), 

(b)   CITJBS II 42 ton« 

(o) Class III     8770 gallona 

(d) Class V      1545 tonf hy rood 
10 tona by «dr 

f, C afanunloatio:TS 1 

(1) Shortages of repair prrte for tho All/GHC-46 radioe hmn oaasad 
oxcossivo deadline tiao, 

(2) Sinoo nany of the firing olaionts oxo looatod in rcnoto «XOM, m 
nood for continuou« oomunications is oMontiol,   Dirootioiaal parabolio «n« 
tennas hovo givon this hoodquartors tho oontimious caoiminicfttion that la ro- 
quirod, 

g, Civio Action«!   During tho poriod of 1 Fob 69 through 31 Apr-69 the 
■battftlicm oonduotod c. oivio action projoot in tho village of Loo Son7 Ihu 
Long Diatriot^ Thua Thion Provinoo,   Bio project conflistod of rebuilding X»un 
Loo Buddiit School raid vns coordinated'with tho G-5, 10lBt Airbomo Division 
(üM),   Bio battalion constructed desksy bonchos, inetnllcd windows/ doorsi 
and pcrfomod an overall renovation of this sdhool.   All natorial usod in 
iliis project cnao frcn prx>king orates raid other aicpendable natorial,   CflDont, 
tablets', pencils, soap and oandy wore furnished from eocooss material/supplies 
within the battaLLon,   Ollis civic action project has iaprovod "öle relation- 
ship betweon tho Viotnrneso and all US Forces within thla aroa.   Within •tiic 
next reporting poriod this project should bo conplotod and another project 
undertaken by tho battalion, 

2»    (C)    Section 2,' Lessons Loornod»   Ooffiondget Obsc^ationa^ Eyalurtian«^ 
and Roccranondationsr~     ^**" -    * 

a»   Pcrsonnol cmd AdninistratLont   Hone. 

b.   Operations» 

(l)    Itcn»   Lesson Learned #1«   Use of azinuth Indiooa for Hotwy Ar- 

(a) Observation i   im additional method for sotting up firing 
charts of heavy artillery units is required. 

(b) Evaluation:    In this battalion,' the mcadnun trovorto Units 
ostabliahcd prohibit travorsing 533 ail* lof* Mid right from the oontor of 

// 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
AVüAZ-C 1 May 19^9 
SUBJECT!    Oper.-.tioru'.l Ucport of Uoadquartor«,  1st ■Ätwu.ion.  Ü^d Artillery 

for Poriol Ridiiv; 30 April l'XV, 1CS CSFOR 65 (Rl) (U). 

tho gun/liowitzor.    AB r, roault,  laxjo chriji^ea in the »tiiiuth of firo roquire« 
the wocpon to bo rolcid o:i r. different r-zimtU,   VAaco tho K107/^110 does not 
hovo a 64OO $ t^vcriK; c^;.iii-Mli"t,:r, deflection indiooa oxo uiisuitable on the 
firing chart.    A solution unci by tiiis bcttiillon is to loy out tho firing 
chart with oi^ht aainuth indioen spread 000 nils ap.-irt, starting- with tlae 
0/64OO nil indcac,    'llio nzii.urth to the trrgot or azlrauth of lay is recorded to 
tho closest 100 idle.    Azimth will bo dotenuinod by plaoin,*; tlio loft edgo of 
tho Hango Deflection Frotra.ctor on the noorost index to tho target.    Placing 
a pin at tho base doflootion, uovc tho EDP to the nearest 100 nil incraaont 
on tho rro of tho HDP to the target,    Tho asinnith of lay will bo dctorainod 
by adding or subtracting Cio number of 100 nil incranents Q oyed to the ini-' 
tial azdimth,   Wit'iOtit noving the EDP| a pin is placed at tho baso deflec- 
tion.    This pin is noy tho deflection index.    Deflection for nil targets 
within tho osta.blishod travorsö limits of the firing weapon maj/ be taken ftom 
the tanporrxy deflection, index.    Per targets outside the on-crrricge trcverse 
linits (200 nils left and rijit of the center of travorso for the 175inm gun 
and 300 nils left aid rieht of the caitor of traverso for the ciglit inch how- 
itzer)  (Sco OELL dtd 1 llov 68) tho weapon will bo rolaid end a new tenporary 
deflection indox constructed, 

(o)    Rocorancndations 1    That Section II of Chapter 16, M 6-40V 
bo GDcpandod to include a solution sinilar to tlio one utilized in this battal- 
ion, 

(2)    Iton:    Lesson Loamod #2:   Validity of Ballistic Meteorological 
MossogCB, 

(o)    Obsorvation:    A change is required in the frequency of 
trajisnitting nctoorological inossngoS and the effective ranges of the meteoro- 
logical messages in Viotnm's I Corps Tactical Zono, 

(b)   Evaluation:    In I CTZ tho recognizod tine frone that a net- 
oorological message is conaidorcd TaJJLd is six (6) hours.   Applying the MET to 
firing data free a MET that VOB B±X (6) hours- old caused rounds to land nn «r- 
orago of 500 motors over the target.   In a sindlor manner, five hour old ME31i 
wore usod from two different stations to firo on targets,   In both cases Uie 
fi.rat rounds impacted 400 moterg over tho desired target,   Tho iimccuracioB 
produced were a diroct result of tho invalid METa,   According to M 6-157 Aiw 
tillory MctoorologyV vtiaii the vroathor pattern is variable, the valid time 
should not axocod a two (2) hour period,   Whon tlio woathor pattern is stabloV 
the valid "tine nay bo axtondod to four (4) hours duri:ig tho niddlo of the day 
or nlsht.   Many of tlio firing oleaenta located in northern I CTZ or© aaplsc«! 
on or near large novmtain ranges.   The vast najority of the firing elenenta' 
in this nxoa firo prcdoainately into very noui-italnous regions.   As c result,' 
wind plays on in^ort-at role in all firing,' omsing large variations over 
short distances.    In nountainous torrrin," tho distance that tho MET is valid 
should be reduced by rppraxinatoly 50 percont.   Basically, this moons that e 

MET station collocated with an eight indi howitzor battery would not bo able 
to provide MET data, at tho battery's ncadmun range.   This maximum valid dis- 
trnoo of approxinatoly 16 Sa cannot bo ovorlooked bocauao of tho effect the 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
AVGAZ-C 1 Ma^ 19^9 
SDBJBCTi    Oporctioix-.l Rop,rt of ilor-dqu-xtors,  Ist Battalion,  83d Artillery 

for Poriod -iidi)^ 30 Lpril I9!'9f 1«3 CSFOR 65 (HI}  (U), 

wind," in the raountclnous areas, has on tho »ccuraoy of rxtillcry firo, Thw» 
euro nmy tondoncios to overlook spaoo validity, cs v. rcquirenent, for 0, valid 
notoorological ncBSOgo. 

(0)    Roconncndations J    That tho raotoorolo.jj.cal atbtiona within 
I CTZ initiate an olootronio netoorolofcicnl fliyit to "bo broadcaat ovory four 
hours,   Also"^ that aoteorological Bitcsbo locatod in aroo», to as to Inaure» 
that tho rooamnoidod valid distnnoes in nountrinoua nrooa aro observod, 

c, (u)    Training r-nd Orv^rmizationalJ   Nono, 

d. (u)    IntolligonocJ    None, 

o,    (C)    Logistica« 

(1)    Itcca    Losscn Loamod 5^:   Artillery Mochanio, 

(a) Obsorvationj    Ihore arc several pcrlocliQ adjuatnents and 
checks required on M 107/^110 in order to prevent failures.   Presently, all", 
organizational adjustoonte and/or checks must be nade at the battoiy Icrval, 

(b) Evaluation»    Since nony adjuslanonts and checks rxo required 
on tho weapons"," tile battery is often unablo to porfom rll of the required 
nrintonanco,   She problcn is conpoundod ovon further by clinatic conditions 
rjid heavy firing.    In nany casos^ weekly visits by the DS unit cxe not suffi- 
cient to aoconplish those chocks,   As of yoty the pcrsonnol fraci the DS unit 
h«ve not boon ablo to make tho rounds of all batteries to be of any real os- 
sistrnoo.   Many long hours spent waiting for answers to work orders and parts 
oouM bo ouninatgd if trrinod personnel wero located at tlae battalion asin» 
tonanco, 

(0)    Reconnondation:   That three (3) Tarret Artillery Mechanics " 
bo authorized at tho battalion nointenanoe of eabh heavy artillery battalion, 

f, (ü)    OrganizetiOTW ■ Hone, 

g, (U)    Civil Affairs»   Hono, 

h,    (u)    Survival, Escape and Evasion»   Hone, 

CBDHi R. S1£KES 
MC, PA 
GccEumding 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVII-ATG (1 Hay 69) 1st Ind ^ 17 1-y 69 
S'JDJ.XTs    Operational lleporb of 1st Battalion, 63^ Artillorj for the 

Period ^xdiiiG 30 April 1969, XC ZZTO'd - 65 (ai)(U) 

Headquarters, ;cav Corps Artillery, ATTK:   AVII-ATG, APO San Francisco 
96308, 15 Hay 1969. 

tOi    Corarianding General, TJaV Corps, ATTII:    AVII-GQT, APO San Francisco 
96306. 

1. (J)    The ORLL of the 1st Battalion, G3d Artilleiy has been reviewed by 
this headquarters and is forwarded in accordance with USA-iV iäeg 525-15» 

2. (ü)    Ileferenco item concerning use oi azimuth indices for heavy 
artilleiy, page 11, piu-a^raph 2b(l).    Tliis heodqaartors concurs that Section 
II of Chapter 16, A'. 6-I4O, Qho..i!.d be expanded to indlude a systeiu of inde:dng 
firing charts: for \/eapons which must relay when firing outside of travoirre 
limits«    This iieadqaartors does not concar with t-ie luethod used, as it is 
unnecessarily co:ipli-ated.   Other heaV5;' units use a systcaa wliich gives a 
graphic readout fron the lUP,    The ciiart is indexed for polar plotting of 
aaiuuth by plaGinö iadices every 1000 mils.    .Deflection indices are not 
placed on the chart»    The RDP is prepared viith tjo sets of nu.bers, one 
set for aaibiuth and one set for deflection.    The target is plotted and the 
battery is laid on an azinuth to the nearest 100 nils.    The Executive Clficer 
iias a card prepared which shows the values to be placed on the upper scale 
of the aiiaing circle for each 100 ndls direction.   Azimuth is included in 
the initial fire CQiar.iands and howitzers reorient using as a guide, azimuth 
markers placed around the position eveiy iiOO mils.    Without moving the 3DP 
from the azimuth öfvlay, anotiier pin is placed at the base deflection and 
serves as a temperaiy deflection index.   The left edge of the IffiP is placed 
against the target pin and deflection is read from the temporaiy deflection 
index pin. 

3. (C)   Reference item concerning validity of ballistic meteorological 
messages, page 12, paragraph 2b(2),   This headquarters concurs that metro 
iiiessages should be provided more frequently and iuet stations located so that 
valid distances are observed.   However, within current assets, the size 
and topography of the Corps'  area of operation, it is impractical.   At 
present, there are seven electronic metro stations in the Corps AO. 
There are 12 firing batteries located in mountainous terrain which are an 
excessive distance from the nearest metro station.   Four additional metro 
stations would be required to service these batteries.    Visual met teams 
are used 00 produce "mountain mets."   Personnel to operate these stations 
cane from the aforementioned seven metro sections.   As sections are already 
understreugth, loss of personnel to provide visual teams at another location 
seriously affects the efficiency of already understrength sections.   In 
addition, a four hour flight schedule would not provide enough time for 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVII-ATC (1 llag- &)  la* 1^ (con't) 17 May 1969 
SUBJJSGTi Operational Report of 1st Battalion, 83d Artilleiy for Period 

Ehding 30 April 196?, HCS GSHIO - 65 (Rl)(ü) 

metro equipment maintenance, XXIV Goips Artilleiy Metro Quality Control 
is currently studying the deterioration of met data throughout a 2k hour 
period. It is felt that this study will suggest a flight schedule that 
Hill miniiaise effects of the met deterioration. From, experience. The 
Corps Artillezy Metro Officer stated that Vietnam has more stable weather 
conditions than any area in the world where U.S. artillery is currently 
operated, het data begins deterioration as soon as it is determined. 
Techniques presently used are the best available for the state of the art. 
Results of the deterioration study will be sent to the Target Acquisition 
Dsparttoent at Fort Sill. 

Ii* (C) Heferance item concerning artillery mechanic, page 13, paragraph 
2c(l). This headquarters nonconcurs with unit rucomasixdatton that three 
Turret Artillery Mechanics be authorized at the battalion aaintenaace section 
of each heavy artillery battalion. The basic problem is that the DSU 
is understrength. Kven if the unit had artillery mechanics, they would 
not be permitted to perform direct support level maintenance. 

5* (U) Reference para la (2}(e)£. FSB Arrow should read FSB OANUGN. 

K)R m CCKMAi.OSa: 

^ 

'&^L/^ 
'HERBERT SIMM, 

I'    Major, mi 
Adjutant 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

ÄVII-QCT (1 May 69) 26.  Ind. 
SUBJBCTt Omratioml Report of Ist Battalion, 83d Artillery for period ending 

30 April 1969 RCS CSF0R-.65 (BC) (0) 

DA, HQ, XXI7 CSorpe, APO 96308  6 JÜN 1969 

TO} Cosmndiog General, United States Amor, Vietnam APO 96375 

1, (U) The Operational Eeport Lessons Learned of Headquarters, let Battalion, 
83d Artillezy, has been reviewed at Hi, XXZV Con» and is forwarded in accord- 
ance with US&RV Reg 525-15. 

2. (C) Referencet Section 1, Operational Significant Activities, Bara 1, f 
(2), page 11. Further coordination with 1/83d Arty has determined that para 
1, f 12/ of the attached CELL was erroneously reported. The directional 
antennas discussed are in fact log periodic antenna, AS-2236/GSC, and were 
obtained on loan from local QSMC units. This antenna is presently not available 
in Ar^jr supply channels, however, it has proven invaluable in special situations 
requiring long-range FM ooaninieations. Unit has been instructed to review their 
requirements and submit HFOE changes. 

3* (U) Comments on Section 2s Conmnder's Observations, Evaluations and 
RecommendationsJ 

a. Concur with ORLL as indorsed by HQ, XXIV Corps Artillery. 

b. Reference paragraph 2e (l) (C), page 13* Bait has been instructed to 
coordinate with supporting BSD to have frequent contact tee» visits or have 
contact teems co-located where required. 

FOR THE COMMyJDSU 

H. R. TA1 
OFT, AC 
Asst AG 

^y 

it, 
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AVHGC-DST (1 May 69) 3ci Ind 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, Ist Battalion, 83d Artillery 

for Period aiding 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl5 

HEAOIUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 2 5 JUN 1969 

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, 
APO 96558 

1, This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned 
for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1969 from Headquarters, Ist 
Battalion, 83d Artillery. 

2. Reference item concerning Use of Azimuth Indices for Heavy Artillery, 
section II, page 11, paragraph 2b(l), and Ist Indorsement paragraph 2, 
Concur that section II of Chapter 16, FM 6-40, be expanded to include a 
system of indexing the 64OO mil firing charts for weapons which must relay 
for a direction that allows for safe firing within traverse limits. The 
system described in the ORLL and 1st Indorsement is considered to be valid. 
The unit will be requested to submit DA Form 2038 to US Army Field Artillery 
School, ATTN: AKPSIAS-PL-FM, Fort Sill, Oklahoma 73502, recomending a 
change to FM 6-40 to establish a system of indexing firing charts for 
heavy artillery, 

FOR THE GCMMANIMR: 

Cy fum: 
1/83 Arty 
XXIV Corps 

C. 0. W1SON 
Ml, AGC 
Assistant Wjutent Q»tmt\ 



Cß 
^ '% 1« JÜL69 

GPOP-DT (1 Miy 6?)   Uth Ind * 
SUBJECT:   Operational Iteporb of HQ, 1st Battalion, 83d Artillery for 

Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS GSPOR-65    (R1) 

HQ, US Amy, Pacific, APO San Pranciaco 96$p8 

TO:   Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Anqy, Washington, D. C.    20310 

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse- 
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed. 

FOR THE CCMttNDER IN CHIEF:   D# /^ TUCKBK 
CPT, AGC 
Asst 

4 
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DOCUMENT CONTROL DATA .R&D 
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o*wHTitti9iLc7tvi7*(3m!ß!n!! 

HQ, OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D. C. 20310 

»   ««»*fiv  »lTl.t 

CONFIDED!; -u. 
>k. a nour 

4 

Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Hq, 1st Battalion, 83d Artillery 

«. OC(cat*TIVC HOTBt fTV»» »Inptl aMf mtlumln Umltm) 

Experiences of unit engaged In counterlnsurgencv operations. 1 Feb 69 to 30 Apr 69. 
>. ÄurHOmai (riiml mmm», mlä*» ImliUl, Im»! itmmtm) 

CO, 1st Battalion, 83d Artillery 

• . MCPONT DATC 

I May 1969 
M.   CONTII*CT OR ««»NT NO. 

». »HOJSCT MO. 

N/A 

<0.  OltTRIBUTIOM STATCMCNT 

<t. SUMkCMCMTAMY NOTE* 

N/A 

1».  «■tTHAGT 

DD .^..1473 

7«.   TOTAL HO. OF PAS» 

21 
Tfc. MO. or ncPi 

•«.  ONlCtNATOR*» «EPORT  NUMBER)») 

692119 

M. OTHER RCPORT NO(SI (Any «Mi« nu»fe*» »••» aw/ bm —I$M4 
thim ntport} 

II. SPONSOHIMC MILITARY  ACTIVITT 

OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C 20310 
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